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TAMIL LITERARY DEVELOPMENT IN SINGAPORE
Singapore’s Tamil literary development has more than a
hundred years of history. Tamil-speaking Indians arrived in this
region in the 18th and 19th centuries and brought with them the
Tamil language. Over the years, the Tamil community became
a clearly distinguishable ethnic group within the Singapore
Indian community. Tamil language attained a high status in the
lives of the early settlers. The Tamil diaspora has developed an
aspiration to nurture Tamil as a vital language that links them
to their culture.

The recognition of Tamil as one of four national languages
in Singapore gave the Tamils an intrinsic satisfaction. The
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BEG  LWSTLESSSCSTaTe Tamils developed the language’s literary status in Singapore
Gougtr(BLd. over a span of hundred years in several aspects of Tamil
U Q&1 FWSTWpL, literature -- poetry, novels, short stories and drama. The Tamil
ng,ma@m, &wn'a:nn'd_pfg literary scene in Singapore is more than literature. It began
SemiGar, SsdaiéanG. Qama SAmsUyfe gOp as a movement in the early days with the renaissance of the
2009. ey eapps GByD. JENDEL: AN Fefiggeaen  Tamil language in Singapore. Prolific Tamil writers contributed
Sehms: &1 LHILSD. UTUIBGEIL GumedeyLer  to the development and status of Tamil literature in Singapore.
All rights reserved, &m@ EAEIIE §TgIWd.  There is certainly much potential for new and emerging writers
uBliuaid, 2009. LeDLLILITET &6lT SHPBS  to contribute to the Tamil literary development in Singapore. m
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