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Chin Tsong Palace at Xie De 
Garden in Yangon, Myanmar
Courtesy of Edwin Tan

Lim Chin Tsong and his wife, Tan Gwat 
Tean, in Colombo, Sri Lanka 1920
Courtesy of Davey Lim
Copyright: Burmah Oil Company Limited
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Tan Kah Kee was invited by Mao 
Zhe Dong to attend the first 
China National Day celebration
Courtesy of Tan Swee Hoon

Kwong Wah Jit Poh at Dr Sun Yat 
Sen Penang Base - 120, Armenian 
Street, Penang
Courtesy of Penang Heritage Trust
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Advertisement of Tan Kah Kee & Co. and its branches
Courtesy of Nanyang Siang Pau, 8 October 1923

Newspaper banner of 
Nam Kew Poo
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Tan Ean Kiam
Courtesy of Berita OCBC
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Yeap Chor Ee 
Founder of Ban Hin 
Lee Bank and land 
donor of Yap Kongsi 
and Yap Temple
Courtesy of Penang 
Yap Kongsi

Wawasan Open University (Homestead) in Penang
Photograph taken on 29 June 2008
Courtesy of Edwin Tan

Commerce International Merchant Bankers at 43 Beach Street, 
Penang (former Ban Hin Lee Bank)
Courtesy of Penang Explorer
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endnotes

“Rangoon” is the former name for “Yangon”    1.	
during the British Rule until 1989 when “Burma” 
officially became known as “Myanmar”.

Falconer, John et al. (2001), 2.	 Burmese Design & 
Architecture.  See also B.R. Pearn, “A History 
of Rangoon”.

During that time there were also other 3.	
shipping lines, such as Straits Steamship 
(founded 1890) controlled from Singapore; 
British India Steamship Navigation Company 
(founded 1856) controlled from Brisbane, 
Australia and the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company 
(founded 1865) controlled from Rangoon.

4.	

Burmah Oil Company was acquired by Castrol 5.	
and later merged into British Petroleum.

Lim Chin Tsong had a very unique telegraphic 6.	
address: “Chippychop”.

Microfilm NL 1190, NLB Singapore: 7.	 The S’pore 
& Malayan Directory, Penang- Merchants, 
Professions & Co., p. 310.

Microfilm NL 1192 & 1193, NLB Singapore:  8.	
The S’pore & Malayan Directory, Singapore- 
Merchants, Professions & Co., p. 106 & p. 98. 

Microfilm NL 1190, NLB Singapore:  9.	 The S’pore 
& Malayan Directory, Singapore- Merchants, 
Professions & Co., p. 174.

A two-volume history of Burmah Oil Company 10.	
written by T.A.B. Corley: A History of the Burmah 
Oil Company, Vol. I, 1886-1924, published 1983; 
Vol. II, 1924-66, published 1988. The Burmah 
Oil Company was founded in Glasgow, Scotland 
in 1896 by David Sime Cargill.

Lewis, Cherry: 11.	 The Dating Game, Cambridge 
University Press, 2000, p.122.

12.	

13.	

14.	

15.	

16.	

17.	

18.	

19.	

20.	

21.	

A mission in 1940 led by Tan Kah Kee to 22.	
represent the Singapore and Southseas China 
Relief Funds for comforting the wounded and 
for assessing the war conditions in China.

23.	

24.	

25.	

26.	

One of the directors of the Oversea-Chinese 27.	
Bank Limited, Berita OCBC, Vol. 3 No. 5, 
October 1972, p.4.

28.	 in Kuo Min Jit Poh Chinese 
newspaper, 8 October 1919 issue.

Berita OCBC, Vol. 3 No. 5, October 1972, p.6.29.	

Berita OCBC, Vol. 15 No. 6, August 1984, p.8.30.	

31.	

32.	

33.	

Ban Hin Lee Trading was appointed by the 34.	
Japanese as rice stockist during Japanese 
Occupation. Interview with Yap Siong Yu, 
Accession No. 000286, National Archives 
Singapore.

35.	

5236.	  A Upper Circular Road, Singapore. Yeap 
Chor Ee was also a director of OCBC (1933-
1941), Berita, Vol. 3 No. 5, October 1972, p. 3.

Interview with Dr. David Chew Beng Hwee, 37.	
Accession No.001234, National Archives 
Singapore.

Sp38.	 eech given by Dato Stephen Yeap Leong 
Huat at Wawasan Open University Ground 
Breaking Ceremony, 8 January 2006.

Ditto39.	

The descendents of Yeap Swee Ah are now 40.	
living in 20th Street, Yangon Chinatown, 
Myanmar.

41.	  see advertisement. 
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